TALKWITH M
COACHING TIPS

15 months to 18 months

Talk, read, sing, and play with your child daily

Use LOTS of words. (2,000 per hour) Build on what a child says.
If he says “ball,” you can say, “That’s your big, red ball.”

Play games like Peek-a-Boo or Pat-a-Cake and engage child in
pretend play. (Talk on a play phone, feed the dolls, or have a
party with the toy animals)

Encourage child to ask for common foods by name and to talk
in 2-3-word phrases when asking for things (“More milk)

Ask child questions about the pictures in books, naming body
parts, or simple questions that require a yes or no response
Use loving words and avoid using harsh words




6 years to 8 years

Designate a daily time to have a conversation with your child discussing events that
happened during their time away from you (school, field trip, visit, etc.) or other
things that interest your child.

Schedule a reading time each day; focus on the structure of the story: what happens
in the beginning, middle and end of the story; use your imaginations to reinvent the
story.

Have your child to read to you and help them with words that are difficult. Ask your
child questions to support reading comprehension; look up the definitions of difficult
words together.

Use lots of different words; intentionally focus on expanding your child’s vocabulary
and understanding how one word or compound words may have many meanings-
Examples: “It’s a cool day”, or “That’s a really cool robot!” Or “bookshelf” and
“keychain.”

Create a fun family activity where you would use conjunctions correctly, like,
“because”, “then”, “now”, “when”, “before”, “while,” and “although.”

Discuss your child’s reading progress with their teacher; identify things you can do to
help your child progress to proficient level reading or higher




