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USING CODES TO OPTMIZE SDOH PROCESSES

Why use codes? Interoperability! 

Unless SDOH data are captured in a consistent, structured way using standardized terminology, they cannot be easily 

transmitted. 

Standardization is essential to ensuring that information collected from an individual in one setting is meaningful 

when shared with another entity and in another setting.

➢ Payors, community agencies, hospitals, other health care providers, etc.

What codes do I use? When do I use them?  
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CODE CATEGORIES TO KNOW

ICD-10 CM LOINC SNOMED CT HCPCS ‘Dummy’ Codes

• Standardized method 

for capturing diseases, 

illnesses, injuries 

and health conditions

• Also referred to as 

‘diagnosis codes’

• For SDOH, fall within 

code categories Z55-Z65 

(sometimes referred to 

as ‘Z codes’)

• LOINC is a common 

language (a set of 

identifiers, names, and 

codes) for identifying 

health measurements, 

observations, and 

documents

• Standardized way to 

represent clinical 

phrases captured by 

the clinician

• Standardized coding system 

describing services, drugs, items 

and supplies provided or rendered to 

a patient

• HCPCS is divided into two 

subsystems, one of which is CPT 

codes (also referred to as ‘procedure 

codes’)

• Codes that are created on an 

individual basis for the 

purpose of aiding in tracking 

and monitoring. 

• Can be useful on an individual 

level but not useful for 

interoperability.  
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MAPPING CODES TO SDOH DATA

Helpful Resource: PRAPARE® Data Documentation and Codification File

https://prapare.org/knowledge-center/data-documentation-and-clinical-integration-resources/https-prapare-org-wp-content-uploads-2022-07-prapare-data-documentation-2022-09-30-xlsx/


40

The Gravity Project seeks to identify data elements and associated value sets to represent SDOH information 

documented in electronic health records (EHRs) across four clinical activities: 

✓ Screening

✓ Diagnosis

✓ Goal setting

✓ Intervention activities

The Gravity Project will develop a consensus-based set of recommendations on how best to capture and group these 

data elements for interoperable electronic exchange and aggregation and collaborate with coding and terminology 

organizations to address coding gaps identified and apply for new codes (e.g., CPT codes for interventions). 

WHAT IS THE GRAVITY PROJECT?
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WHAT IS THE GRAVITY PROJECT?

US Core Data for Interoperability (USCDI) 

version 2 and onwards

• Supported by the 21st Century Cures Act which 

also requires specialty content to be certified

• USCDI creates a framework for annual updates to 

expand the data classes

USCDI establishes a minimum set of data classes 

that are required to be interoperable nationwide
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WHAT IS THE GRAVITY PROJECT?
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The Gravity Project team expects for a standardized code set (including CPT codes for SDOH interventions) to 

be shared with health centers nationally toward the end of 2023. 

➢ The team is also working with EHR vendors to aid in the implementation of the code set. 

In the meantime, health centers can incorporate SDOH ICD-10 codes, LOINC Codes, and SNOMED Codes into 

workflows and prepare SDOH intervention documentation for new CPT codes to be available. 

WHAT DOES THE GRAVITY PROJECT MEAN FOR 

MY HEALTH CENTER?

Helpful Resource: Stay up to date on The Gravity Project through 
the Gravity Project Confluence Page

https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/The+Gravity+Project



