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P U B L I S H E D  BY

Dear Readers:

Community health centers share a collective  
mission to increase access to comprehensive, quality 
and affordable health care for those in need. How 
they approach this mission, however, can very much 
depend on where and whom they serve.  

While all health centers tackle the difficult issues that 
negatively affect health care access for their patient 
populations, such as socioeconomic disparities, 
primary care workforce shortages, and transportation 
obstacles, these factors present unique and often more complicated challenges 
to health centers that serve rural populations and communities. In this issue 
of Community Health Forum, we examine how rural health centers are 
responding to these challenges to improve the health status of their patients, 
including our nation’s Veterans. 

We also take a look back at a very busy year for health centers as they came 
face-to-face with hurricane and wildfire disasters — both as first responders 
and as victims; and as they marshalled increasingly limited resources during  
a shortened Healthcare.gov enrollment period to help people sign up for 
health insurance coverage for 2018.

And last, but certainly not least, as we go to print with this Winter 2018 
Community Health Forum issue, we are still waiting for Congressional action 
to extend critical funding for community health centers, as well as for other 
programs that together support health care access for millions of Americans 
— including the Children’s Health Insurance Program, the National Health 
Service Corps and the Teaching Health Center programs. Let’s hope for the 
new year (and praying won’t hurt) that Congress will do the right thing by the 
time this magazine hits your mailbox. 

To your good health,

Claudia Green Gibson
Executive Vice President for Communications
National Association of Community Health Centers
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